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negro drivers will be your brokendown politicians
and your dilapidated preachers, that description of
men who are too lazy to work and just a little too
honest to steal."

As the war drew to a close the advocates of a
policy of consolidation in negro affairs prevailed,
and on March 3, 1865, an act was approved creat-
ing in the War Department a Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands. This Bureau
was to continue for one year after the close of the
war and it was to control all matters relating to
freedmen and refugees, that is, Unionists who had
been driven out of the South. Food, shelter, and
clothing were to be given to the needy, and aban-
doned or confiscated property was to be used for or
leased to freedmen. At the head of the Bureau
was to be a commissioner with an assistant com-
missioner for each of the Southern States. These
officials and other employees must take the "iron-
clad" oath.

It was planned that the Bureau should have a
brief existence, but the institution and its wards
became such important factors in politics that on
July 16, 1866, after a struggle with the President,
Congress passed an act over his veto amplifying
the powers of the Bureau and extending it for two